
What is a mnemonic strategy? 
Mnemonic strategies can be described as transformational strategies (see Transformational Strategy Teacher Tool). Transform means to change. A student uses a transformational strategy when he/she converts difficult or unfamiliar information into more manageable information. The simpler or more familiar information is learned efficiently. 
Mnemonic: 

n. A device, such as a formula or rhyme, used as an aid in remembering. 

Mnemonic strategies are a special kind of transformational strategy because they apply specific language to learning, and connect information to be learned with key words or letters. 
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How can mnemonic strategies help your students?
Mnemonic strategies are helpful when a student has some grasp of the information to be learned, and needs to order it for efficient access. The order that the mnemonic applies allows the learner to retrieve information quickly. 
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How can you implement mnemonic strategies in order to effectively meet the diverse learning needs of students?
A warning about mnemonics, they should make learning easier not harder. I have seen students struggle to learn complicated mnemonics that someone else made up, when it would have been easier for them to learn the information outright. Mastropieri and Scruggs (1998) define mnemonics as a systematic procedure for enhancing memory. They caution that mnemonics are not a comprehensive teaching method. Moreover, mnemonics are memory strategies, not comprehension strategies. 
When mnemonics are used correctly, they can streamline the learning process, giving students access to broad amounts of information. Because they learn "bridges" to other information, less working memory is required. 

An advantage of mnemonics is that they can be applied to a multitude of content information, from behavior to academics to careers to hobbies. An internet search of "mnemonics" yielded 41,460 hits. Websites addressing medical mnemonics, boating mnemonics, spelling mnemonics, and bird song (yes even warbling) mnemonics were included. So, for whatever you want to teach, there is probably a mnemonic for it. 

A mnemonic for appropriate behavior during class lecture is SLANT: 

1. S= Sit up 

2. L= Lean forward 

3. A= Ask Questions 

4. N= Nod your head 

5. T= Track the teacher 

Each letter of SLANT is a cue for a specific action that would be appropriate for the student to take in a classroom. Moreover, the word "slant" indicates the position of the body in the classroom, where the student is slanting forward and showing interest in what is going on. 

