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(What decisions do I need to make as I develop a Learning Unit?)

Regular Scheduling___X_   Block Scheduling____

Grade Level _6_ Subject_Social Studies__

Concept Map of Learning Unit

Unit Concept/Topic

	Concepts to be learned:

Geography and World Cultures/Patterns
Topics to be learned:

1

Topic: Physical Geography
Standard: Identifies and locates regions and countries in the Americas, Europe, and Oceania on a world map.

43

Topic: Map and Globes
Standard: Compares map(s) and text descriptions of an area to draw inferences from them. 

49

Topic: Map and Globes
Standard: Determines directions from the study of maps and globes. 

51

Topic: Map and Globes
Standard: Reviews parallels and meridians on globes and on flat maps.




Unit QCCs

	Include QCC and reference number 1, 43, 49, 51




Clarifying Objectives

	KNOW:

Vocabulary:  geography, theme, location, longitude, latitude, international date line, prime meridian, equator, compass rose, regions, place, movement, environment/human interactions

UNDERSTAND:

The students will understand the 5 themes of geography.

The students will understand human and physical characteristics

The students will understand relative and absolute location

BE ABLE TO DO:

The students will be able to describe the 5 themes of geography

The students will be able to research the 5 themes of geography in their city

The students will be able to list the 5 themes of geography


Unit Essential Questions  

	 How can the 5 Themes of Geography that help you understand the world?




Major Concepts/Topics/Skills

	Concepts
	Topics
	Skills

	Geography/World Cultures
	Physical Geography
	Identifies and locate regions and countries using the world map.

	Patterns/Systems
	Maps and Globes
	Determines direction from maps and globes


Culminating Activity

	Now that you have learned about the 5 themes of geography, how can you use them?

Imagine you were a news reporter.  An important discovery of a lost land has been made, and you have the chance to be the first person to interview the returning explorers. Each student will pair with another student.  One student will be the news reporter and the other will be the explorer. Students will participate in a mock interview with a partner.  Remember, the five themes and ask the most important questions from each. Answer these questions in complete sentences.

· Where is it? 

· Where exactly is that? 

· What does it look like? 

· How many people live there and where? 

· What settlements (cities, villages) does it have? 

· What sort of climate does it have? 

· Does it have any extremes of weather? 

· Is it prone to any type of natural disaster? 

· What are the natural resources and how are they used? 

· What type of agriculture is there? 

· What are the main types of transportation and communication? 

· What makes the people there different to people in other places? 

· What sort of government does it have? 

· Is it associated with any other place? 

 


Launch Activity

(For entire unit)

How will you create interest?

How will you link knowledge?

	Location:

Where are we?

Students will write their address and their school’s address on a sheet of paper (absolute location)

Students will be asked to write how far they live from the school/time and distance (relative location)

Students will be given world maps to find the longitude and latitude of 3 countries (absolute location)

Students will use mapquest from home address to school address.  (Relative location)

Place:

What kind of place is it?

Students will give the physical characteristics of a place—mountains, rivers, beaches, etc.

Students will give human characteristics of a place—food habits, clothing, buildings, roads, culture

Human/Environmental Interaction:

How people have been changed by the environment?  How the environment has been changed by people?  How do people depend on the environment?

Students will explain why they wear coats in the winter and shorts in the summer.

Students will discuss why they water their lawns during the dry months.

Students will give examples of natural disasters in the world.

Students will give examples how they depend on the environment for something—cut trees for firewood, coal to keep us warm during the winter, we use rivers to transport natural resources like oil, etc.

Movement

What are the patterns of movement of people, products, and information?

Students will give examples of the movement of people, products, and information.  Examples-- bus, car, railroad, airplane, boats, e-mail.

Region

What region do we live in?  What type region is it?

Students will locate their school district via a map of metro Atlanta (Northeast)

Students will locate Georgia on US map and state our region (South)




Acquisition Lesson Plan

Teaching of Base Knowledge and Skills/Acquisition Lesson

	Subject: Social Studies

(Grade level/Content) 6/1,43,49,51,

	QCC/GPS:  1

Topic: Physical Geography
Standard: Identifies and locates regions and countries in the Americas, Europe, and Oceania on a world map.

43

Topic: Map and Globes
Standard: Compares map(s) and text descriptions of an area to draw inferences from them. 

49

Topic: Map and Globes
Standard: Determines directions from the study of maps and globes. 

51

Topic: Map and Globes
Standard: Reviews parallels and meridians on globes and on flat maps.


	Clarified Objective:

KNOW:

Vocabulary:  geography, location, longitude, latitude, prime meridian, compass rose, international date time, equator

UNDERSTAND:

The students will understand relative and absolute location

BE ABLE TO DO:

The students will be able to describe absolute and relative location

The students will be able to research the absolute and relative location of a particular place in their community

The students will be able to list the 2 parts of location



	Essential Question:

Location:  Where are we?



	Activating Strategy: Assess Prior Knowledge

(Include a completed graphic organizer or copy of transparency)

Students will write their address and their school’s address on a sheet of paper (absolute location)

Students will be asked to write how far they live from the school/time and distance (relative location)

Students will be given world maps to find the longitude and latitude countries (absolute location)



	Teaching Strategies:

(More than one strategy—include details and/or completed graphic organizers)

Students will work in collaborative pairs (4) using a graphic organizer and maps (world maps and community maps)

1. As a group, using the community map, students will locate several community places--- the school, library, park, and each student’s house, etc. Students will make marks to the spot on the map where these places are located.

2. As a group, using the world map and the graphic organizer, students will find the longitude, latitude of cities/states and country.

3. As a group, using the graphic organizer, students will define longitude, latitude, international date line, prime meridian, equator, compass rose. 



	Summarizing  Ticket Out the Door – Students must give 2 examples of relative location and 2 examples of absolute location.

(Include sample answers)




Extending/Refining Lesson Plan

	Essential Question:

Where are things located?


	Cognitive Teaching Strategies:

(Should be higher order thinking)

Include completed graphic organizers or examples of output

Students will compare and contrast absolute and relative location using the Venn Diagram.



	Summarizing:

Students will answer essential question in the form of absolute or relative location.  Students will give to locations using absolute and relative location.




Rubrics/Graphic Organizers/Assessment

(Use as much space as you need)

	Copy rubric for authentic assessment here:

Name: _____________________

Teacher: 

Date: ______________________

Title of Work: ______________

Skills
Criteria
Points
 

1
2
3
4
 

Helping
The teacher observed the students offering assistance to each other. 
None of the Time
Some of the Time
Most of the Time
All of the Time
____

Listening
The teacher observed students working from each other's ideas.
None of the Time
Some of the Time
Most of the Time
All of the Time
____

Participating:
The teacher observed each student contributing to the project. 
None of the Time
Some of the Time
Most of the Time
All of the Time
____

Persuading:
The teacher observed the students exchanging, defending, and rethinking ideas.
None of the Time
Some of the Time
Most of the Time
All of the Time
____

Questioning:
The teacher observed the students interacting, discussing, and posing questions to all members of the team.
None of the Time
Some of the Time
Most of the Time
All of the Time
____

Respecting:
The teacher observed the students encouraging and supporting the ideas and efforts of others.
None of the Time
Some of the Time
Most of the Time
All of the Time
____

Sharing:
The teacher observed the students offering ideas and reporting their findings to each other.
None of the Time
Some of the Time
Most of the Time
All of the Time
____

Total Points
____

Teacher Comments:
 

 



	Graphic Organizer for Acquisition Lesson:

See Attachment/Where are We?
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	Graphic Organizer for Extending/Refining Lesson:

http://www.bjbarton.com/Graphic_Organizers/venndiagram.doc


	Assessment:

Students should be able to identify relative and absolute location.








