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Learning Unit Planning Guide

Concept Map of Learning Unit

6th Grade German

Unit Concept/Topic

	Systems – Germany’s geography and culture




Unit QCCs/GPS

	All to be learned:

· QCC5 – The student will be able to give simple descriptions.

· QCC6 – The student will comprehend basic directions.

· QCC9 – Initiate, participate in, and close a brief oral or written exchange.

· QCC13 – The student will comprehend simple, culturally authentic announcements, messages, and advertisements.

· QCC 18 – Present information gathered from a variety of sources such as informational conversations, class presentations, interviews, readings, and media sources.

· QCC 25 – Describe customs and traditions of the culture(s) such as greetings, celebrations, and courtesies.

· QCC26 – The student will demonstrate knowledge of geographic locations and identify major countries, cities, and geographical features of the places where the target language is spoken.

· QCC27 – The student will apply previously learned skills from other subjects, when appropriate to demonstrate knowledge in the target language (e.g. using basic math skills).

· QCC30 – Compare patterns of behavior and interaction in the students’ own culture with those of the target language.

· QCC31 – Demonstrate an awareness of elements of the students’ own culture.

· QCC37 – Identify resources, such as individuals and organizations accessible through the community or the Internet, that provide basic cultural information about the culture(s) studied.


Unpacking the Standards

	The students will need to 

KNOW:

· Vocabulary related to travel, tourism, and climate

· Basic German customs and etiquette 

· Major tourist attractions and places of interest

· Names and capital cities of German provinces

· What the different denominations of euros look like

UNDERSTAND:

· How to read German maps and road signs

· How to use various modes of German public transportation

· How culture influences the people of Germany, and their treatment of Ausländer
· How exchange rates affect the tourists’ buying power

BE ABLE TO DO:

· Provide a descriptive account of a day spent in Germany

· Convert US dollars into euros based on the current exchange rates

· Give simple directions from one destination to another

· Identify German Bundesländer (provinces) on a map

· Make travel reservations using appropriate media

· Express arrival and departure dates and times in the target language




Unit Essential Questions:

	Unit EQ:

In what ways are Germany and America different? In what ways are they similar?

Lessons
:

· How do the values of a culture influence people’s behavior?                        

      (Lesson on customs and etiquette) 

· You want to buy a t-shirt as a souvenir for your friend back in the US. The t-shirt costs 28 euros. You have 30 US dollars. Do you have enough money for the shirt?

(Lesson on currency/history of currency)

· What attracts so many tourists to Germany each year? 

(Lesson on major tourist attractions and points of interest)

· Which German Bundesland would you want to live in, and why?

(Lesson on German geography and the Bundesländer)

· Heinrich is in Stuttgart, and wants to go to Munich. Tell him two ways to get there. Which way would you, as a tourist, prefer? Why?

(Lessons on directions and modes of transportation)




Culminating Activity

Essential Question of the Culminating Activity: (Unit EQ?)

	What distinguishes German travel from American travel?




Culminating Activity as will 
be presented to students:

	Real World/Real Work

Students:

Imagine you are about to embark on a three-week trip to Germany. You will be keeping a photo journal throughout your travels. You must have at least 8 dated entries, and visit at least 4 Bundesländer. Under each photograph, write 3-4 sentences (written in German! () discussing geographical features, climate, and points of interest. Be creative, and have fun!! 


Lesson Plan

Teaching of Base Knowledge and Skills/Acquisition Lesson

	Subject: 6th grade German

	QCC(s)/GPS:

· QCC5 – The student will be able to give simple descriptions.

· QCC26 – The student will demonstrate knowledge of geographic locations and identify major countries, cities, and geographical features of the places where the target language is spoken.

	Clarified Objectives:

The students will need to 

KNOW:

· Vocabulary related to geography and climate

· Names and capital cities of German provinces

· Geographical features of German provinces

UNDERSTAND:

· How climate and geographical features affect the economies of the Bundesländer
· How geography influences the history of the Bundesländer
· How the population affects the development of each region of Germany 

BE ABLE TO DO:

· Identify the German Bundesländer on a map

· Compare and contrast the geography of Germany with the geography of the United States

	Essential Question:

Which German Bundesland would you want to live in, and why?

	Activate Learning: Assess Prior Knowledge
Talking Drawings: The students will be asked to draw a map of what they think Germany looks like, adding various geographical features (i.e. mountains, lakes) that the students think are present within the landscape.

	Teaching Strategies:
Pause Procedure Lecture: Students will be provided with a blank map of Germany (see below), and will be told to fill in the map with the appropriate names and capitals of the Bundesländer throughout the lecture.
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	Students will also be given a worksheet containing pictures of the individual Bundesländer. Space will be provided next to each Bundesland so that the students can take more detailed notes (i.e. typical climate) about the province, as well as become familiar with the shape of the province (see example on the following page).


	The students will then be asked to re-visit the Talking Pictures that were drawn earlier in the lesson. They will make comparisons to the map that they have drawn with the map that they have been working on throughout the lesson.


	Summarizing:

Letter to an Absent Classmate: Each student will answer the essential question by telling his classmate which Bundesland he would want to live in, giving the absent classmate at least 3 geographical features and/or points of interest, a description of the climate, and the name and capital of the Bundesland that he has chosen.


Extending/Refining Learning

	Essential Question:

Which German Bundesland would you want to live in, and why?

	Transition to Additional Strategies for Learning:

I Have/Who Has: The student will be given the outline of a German Bundesland. When they “have” that particular Bundesland, they will place it on the map of Germany, which will be posted on the board. After the activity is complete, the map will be on display for the remainder of the school year.

	Cognitive Teaching Strategy:

Questions in Four Styles:

· Remembering – Students will be asked to recall the names and capitals of the sixteen Bundesländer.

· Relating – If you were a German tour guide, what would you want your visitors to see? Why?

· Reasoning – 

1. How do climate and geographical features of Germany affect the economies of the Bundesländer?

2.  How does geography affect the history of the Bundesländer?

3. How does the population of Germany affect the overall development of the nation?

· Reorganizing – How are the German Bundesländer like US states?

The students will then use a Venn diagram to further answer the reorganizing question.

                      German Bundesländer         US states
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	Students Summarize Lesson:

3-2-1:  Choose one Bundesland and tell me:  

3 – Interesting points facts about the Bundesland

2 – Points of interest within the Bundesland

1 – The name and capital of the Bundesland you have chosen
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Student Name:     ________________________________________

CATEGORY 4 3 2 1

Requirements All of the written 

requirements (# of 

pages, # of graphics, 

type of graphics, 

etc.) were met.

Almost all (about 

90%) the written 

requirements were 

met.

Most (about 75%) of 

the written 

requirements were 

met, but several were 

not.

Many requirements 

were not met.

Focus on Assigned 

Topic

The entire journal 

entry is related to the 

assigned topic and 

allows the reader to 

understand much 

more about the topic.

Most of the journal 

entry is related to the 

assigned topic. The 

journal entry wanders 

off at one point, but 

the reader can still 

learn something 

about the topic.

Some of the journal 

entry is related to the 

assigned topic, but a 

reader does not learn 

much about the 

topic.

No attempt has been 

made to relate the 

journal entry to the 

assigned topic.

Accuracy of Facts All facts presented in 

the journal entry are 

accurate.

Almost all facts 

presented in the 

journal entry are 

accurate.

Most facts presented 

in the journal entry 

are accurate (at least 

70%).

There are several 

factual errors in the 

journal entry.

Neatness The final draft of the 

journal entry is 

readable, clean, neat 

and attractive. It is 

free of erasures and 

crossed-out words. It 

looks like the author 

took great pride in it.

The final draft of the 

journal entry is 

readable, neat and 

attractive. It may 

have one or two 

erasures, but they 

are not distracting. It 

looks like the author 

took some pride in it.

The final draft of the 

journal entry is 

readable and some of 

the pages are 

attractive. It looks 

like parts of it might 

have been done in a 

hurry.

The final draft is not 

neat or attractive. It 

looks like the student 

just wanted to get it 

done and didn't care 

what it looked like.

Pictures and 

Illustrations

Original pictures and 

illustrations are 

detailed, attractive, 

creative and relate to 

the text on the page.

Original pictures and 

illustrations are 

somewhat detailed, 

attractive, and relate 

to the text on the 

page.

Original pictures and 

illustrations relate to 

the text on the page.

pictures and 

illustrations are not 

present OR they are 

not original.

GUMS There are no 

grammatical, usage, 

mechanical or 

spelling errors in the 

final draft. 

There is (are) 1-4 

grammatical, usage, 

mechanical, or 

spelling error(s) in the 

final draft.

There are 5-8 

grammatical, usage, 

mechanical, and/or 

spelling errors in the 

final draft.

The final draft has 

more than 8 

grammatical, usage, 

mechanical, and/or 

spelling errors.

Creativity The journal entry 

contains many 

creative details 

and/or descriptions 

that contribute to the 

reader's enjoyment. 

The author has really 

used his imagination.

The journal entry 

contains a few 

creative details 

and/or descriptions 

that contribute to the 

reader's enjoyment. 

The author has used 

his imagination.

The journal entry 

contains a few 

creative details 

and/or descriptions, 

but they distract from 

the journal entry. The 

author has tried to 

use his imagination.

There is little 

evidence of creativity 

in the journal entry. 

The author does not 

seem to have used 

much imagination.

Writing Process Student devotes a lot 

of time and effort to 

the writing process. 

Works hard to make 

the journal entry 

wonderful.

Student devotes 

sufficient time and 

effort to the writing 

process. Works and 

gets the job done.

Student devotes 

some time and effort 

to the writing 

process, but was not 

very thorough. Does 

enough to get by.

Student devotes little 

time and effort to the 

writing process. 

Doesn't seem to 

care.
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Launch Activity 

	The students will receive “play money” ($1500 US dollars) the day prior to the launch of the unit, and will be told to bring it to class the next day. Upon arrival to class, the students will then be informed that they need to use their money to purchase a plane ticket. After the students purchase their tickets, they will take their seats. The classroom seats will be arranged in aisles, similar to the layout of a plane (i.e. Three seats on the left-hand side, four seats on the right-hand side). The students will be told to fasten their seat belts, and enjoy their in-flight movie, an informational video on German tourism.


Culminating Activity Rubric








�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��good choices


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��VERY thorough and quite nice. Good job


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��good


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��You went above and beyond the call of duty here, but a nice touch.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Much better.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Very nice! I love Rubistar!


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Will they get the crummy inflight meal too? I like this idea.
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		German Travel Journal

		Student Name:     ________________________________________

		CATEGORY		4		3		2		1

		Requirements		All of the written requirements (# of pages, # of graphics, type of graphics, etc.) were met.		Almost all (about 90%) the written requirements were met.		Most (about 75%) of the written requirements were met, but several were not.		Many requirements were not met.

		Focus on Assigned Topic		The entire journal entry is related to the assigned topic and allows the reader to understand much more about the topic.		Most of the journal entry is related to the assigned topic. The journal entry wanders off at one point, but the reader can still learn something about the topic.		Some of the journal entry is related to the assigned topic, but a reader does not learn much about the topic.		No attempt has been made to relate the journal entry to the assigned topic.

		Accuracy of Facts		All facts presented in the journal entry are accurate.		Almost all facts presented in the journal entry are accurate.		Most facts presented in the journal entry are accurate (at least 70%).		There are several factual errors in the journal entry.

		Neatness		The final draft of the journal entry is readable, clean, neat and attractive. It is free of erasures and crossed-out words. It looks like the author took great pride in it.		The final draft of the journal entry is readable, neat and attractive. It may have one or two erasures, but they are not distracting. It looks like the author took some pride in it.		The final draft of the journal entry is readable and some of the pages are attractive. It looks like parts of it might have been done in a hurry.		The final draft is not neat or attractive. It looks like the student just wanted to get it done and didn't care what it looked like.

		Pictures and Illustrations		Original pictures and illustrations are detailed, attractive, creative and relate to the text on the page.		Original pictures and illustrations are somewhat detailed, attractive, and relate to the text on the page.		Original pictures and illustrations relate to the text on the page.		pictures and illustrations are not present OR they are not original.

		GUMS		There are no grammatical, usage, mechanical or spelling errors in the final draft.		There is (are) 1-4 grammatical, usage, mechanical, or spelling error(s) in the final draft.		There are 5-8 grammatical, usage, mechanical, and/or spelling errors in the final draft.		The final draft has more than 8 grammatical, usage, mechanical, and/or spelling errors.

		Creativity		The journal entry contains many creative details and/or descriptions that contribute to the reader's enjoyment. The author has really used his imagination.		The journal entry contains a few creative details and/or descriptions that contribute to the reader's enjoyment. The author has used his imagination.		The journal entry contains a few creative details and/or descriptions, but they distract from the journal entry. The author has tried to use his imagination.		There is little evidence of creativity in the journal entry. The author does not seem to have used much imagination.

		Writing Process		Student devotes a lot of time and effort to the writing process. Works hard to make the journal entry wonderful.		Student devotes sufficient time and effort to the writing process. Works and gets the job done.		Student devotes some time and effort to the writing process, but was not very thorough. Does enough to get by.		Student devotes little time and effort to the writing process. Doesn't seem to care.






