GA TAPP Unit Plan 
	Teacher: 
	

	Course:
	Social Studies

	Grade Level:
	8th

	Schedule (Regular or block?):
	Regular

	Estimated time to teach unit:
	

	School & System: 
	

	Date: 
	7/22/08





	Which standards will be taught in this unit?
(Include the number and paste the entire standard)

	
SS8G1 
The student will describe Georgia with regard to physical features and location.
Element: SS8G1.a 
Locate Georgia in relation to region, nation, continent, and hemispheres. 
Element: SS8G1.b 
Describe the five geographic regions of Georgia; include the Blue Ridge Mountains, Valley and Ridge, Appalachian Plateau, Piedmont, and Coastal Plain. 
Element: SS8G1.c 
Locate and evaluate the importance of key physical features on the development of Georgia; include the Fall Line, Okefenokee Swamp, Appalachian Mountains, Chattahoochee and Savannah Rivers, and barrier islands. 
Element: SS8G1.d 
Evaluate the impact of climate on Georgia's development. 
  




 (
Backwards Design
Step #1
Identifying Desired Outcomes
)


                                
       
  Unit Title: Georgia’s Physiographic Regions

 (
     
Clarified 
Objective
) (
Backwards Design 
Step #1
Identifying Desired Outcomes
)                                                                                     
                                                                                 
     
What do you want students to know, be able to do, and understand at the end of this unit?

	Students will UNDERSTAND THAT:
	Students will 
BE ABLE TO:
	Students will 
KNOW:

	What “big ideas” do you want your students to remember long term?
(These will become part of the extending/refining lesson)
	What will students DO that will lead them to understanding? 

	What do the students need to KNOW to be able to do the DO things in the DO column? 

	
· How does Georgia’s climate impact it’s economy
· Relative and absolute location
· How do the agriculture, physical features, and industry of the geographic regions contribute to our lives

	· Research the 5 geographic regions
· Compare the agriculture, landforms and industry of the Blue Ridge and Plateau Regions
· Label a map of Georgia showing locations of geographic regions and its physical features
· Locate key vocabulary on a map
	· What continent, nation and hemisphere is Georgia located
· Five geographic regions of Georgia
· Know the physical features located in each region
· Difference between climate and weather

	
	
	


How will you know they learned the above?  Class discussions, class assignments
	Assessments: 
Engagement, positive body language, questioning, student feedback




 (
Backwards Design 
Step #1
Identifying Desired Outcomes
)Curriculum Map

	
Unit EQ: What is the relative location of Georgia in terms of hemisphere, continent and surrounding states.


	
Unit Title & Concept: 


	Topic 1
Georgia’s Geography



Details:
·  
·  
·  
·  
· 
	Topic 2
Georgia’s geographic regions


Details:
·  
·  
·  
·  
· 
	Topic 3
The importance of key features in the development of Georgia

Details:
·  
·  
·  
·  
· 
	Topic 4
Affects of climate on Georgia’s development



Details:
·  
·  
·  
·  
· 

	Key Vocabulary:
Absolute location
Relative location
Hemisphere
Region
Nation 

	Key Vocabulary:
Blue ridge valley and ridge
Appalachian plateau
Piedmont plain
Coastal plain




	Key Vocabulary:
Fall line
Okenfenokee swamp
Appalachian Mtns
Chattahoochee river
Barrier Islands

	Key Vocabulary:
Climate
Weather
Drought
Vertical climate









 (
Backwards Design
Step #2
Determining Acceptable Evidence
)Authentic Culminating Assessment

	Essential Question
What is the relative location of your house?




Target Learning Goals 
(What learning/understanding will your students be demonstrating?  See Clarified Objective.)
	Students will: 
· Locate 5 geographic regions on a map
· Know 5 geographic regions and their physical characteristics
· Determine relative and absolute locations using landmarks, longitude and latitude
· Review parallels and meridians on a map




The Task/Activity: This authentic assessment is a great example of a task that assesses skills from the clarified objective in a meaningful
	
                                                   Brochure Activity

You will create a brochure about the regions of Georgia.  You may choose 3 of the 5 regions.  You are an employee of a travel agency.  Your job is to create a colorful and informational brochure convincing tourists to visit the 3 Georgia regions you have selected.  You will need to include the following information for each region.

· Relative and absolute location
· Climate
· Historical fact (if any)
· Physical features
· Based on your research, why is this a good place to vacation

Select 3 regions from the 5 regions listed below.

· Plateau
· Ridge and Valley
· Blue Ridge
· Piedmont
· Coastal Plain

Your brochure will be tri-fold and must have a colorful title page with the 3 regions on the inside panels.  Include a picture for each region and your title page.



  
Critical Thinking Skill(s) Included
	


                                    Making a Brochure
Culminating Assessment Rubric

	
     
                Scale
             
                 
Criteria                                   
                           
	

4
Excellent
WOW!
	

3
Good
	

2
Average

	

          1
Keep Trying 

	
Spelling  – Grammar





	There are no grammatical mistakes and all words spelled correctly.
	There are no grammatical mistakes and no misspelled words after teacher feedback.
	There are 1-2 grammatical mistakes and 1-2 words misspelled after teacher feedback. 
	There are several grammatical mistakes after teacher feedback.

	Required information 




	All 3 regions are present and all 6 data items are included.
	3 regions are present and 5 data items are included.
	3 regions are present and 3-4 data items are included.
	1-2 regions are present and 1-2 data items are included.

	Writing Organization






	All titles are present and each section in the brochure has a clear beginning, middle, and end.
	Almost all sections have titles and have  clear beginning, middle, and end.
	Most sections have titles and have a clear beginning,  middle, and end. 
	There are no titled sections.
The sections have no beginning, middle, and end.

	
	
	
	
	




Launch Activity
(…for entire unit!)

How will you create interest? (Hook)
How will you link knowledge? (Link)
	
Enter classroom, get into a group of 3 with 2 of your neighbors.  Each group will be given the picture of a well known landmark.
(Ex: The White House) Within your group think of 3-4 clues related to locations you can give your classmates to help them guess your landmark.

This is an example of relative location.


















                                New Learning/Acquisition Lesson Plan
 (
Backwards Design
Step #3
Plan Instruction and Learning Experiences
)                                                (New knowledge/information or skills)            
	Subject: Georgia Studies
(Grade level/Content) 8th

	GPS: Include only those that apply to this lesson
Locate and evaluate the importance of key physical features on the development of Georgia.

	Learning Goal(s): (What do you want them to know and/or do?)
Relative and absolute location, physical characteristics of the regions.


	Essential Question for this lesson: Do you think Georgia’s climate and location help or hurt new industry relocating here.  Explain.
 

	Activate Learning: 
(Word Maps, Brainstorming, Word Splash, etc.) Word Wall
Each group will be given a card with physical characteristics about a region.  All the regions will be written on the board, the students must discuss with their group which region their card is describing. 



	Teaching Strategies:  Describe teacher/student activities here
(Keep in mind: Lectures-Distributed Guided Practice, Distributed Summarizing in Pairs, Graphic Organizers, Mnemonics, etc)


· Class discussion about Georgia’s regions, key physical features and their impact.
· Frayer Model- Write 4 of the 5 regions in each box.  Write 3 descriptive sentences in for each region using your vocabulary words.
· Choose 2 of the 5 regions. Compare and contrast their similarities and differences.
·   Define each vocabulary word and use in a sentence.
· 

	







Questioning: Include Five Different Level Questions using Bloom’s Taxonomy—label with Level of Learning (Knowledge, Understanding, Application, etc.)
	Bloom’s Level
	Question

	Knowledge
	1. list the 5 geographic regions of Georgia

	Comprehension
	2. Identify the regions rivers, lakes and landforms on a map.

	Application
	3. Use relative location to show surrounding areas.

	Analysis
	4. Compare the climate of a state on the west coast to Georgia.

	Evaluation
	5. Tell why you would prefer to live in one region over all the others.




	Summarizing: (Used as informal ‘assessment’—How will you know they learned what you wanted them to learn in the lesson?) class discussions, answering the teachers questions.  

























	 Insert TWO completed graphic organizers for teaching Strategies.     



Critical Thinking/ Extending/Refining Lesson Plan
  (What are you going to have your students do with their new knowledge/skills?
       that they learned in the acquisition lessons?)
	Subject:8th grade social studies
(Grade level/Course)

	GPS: Include only those that apply to this lesson
The student will describe Georgia with regard to physical features and location.


	Learning Goal(s): (What will they do with the knowledge or skills?) (Compare/Contrast, Classify, Induction, Deduction, Error Analysis, Constructing Support, Abstracting, Analyze Perspectives)
With the use of a Grid Graphic Organizer, students will classify information on the regions based on industry, agriculture and landforms.  They will analyze the data and determine how a particular region impacts Georgia’s economy.
The regions will be listed down the first column and agriculture, industry, landforms and impact will be listed across the top.  Students will enter
Characteristics in each box.


	Essential Question: Where did your dinner come from?


	Beginning:
(Review, mini-lesson, etc)
The review lesson will be a game of Jeopardy.  Students will select a question based on dollar amount.  The students with most number of correct answers will receive a prize.


	Middle:  Student Centered!!!
(Critical Thinking:  Compare/Contrast, Classify, Induction, Deduction, Error Analysis, Constructing Support, Abstracting, Analyze Perspectives)
Based on the data collected on the grid chart, the students choose the top two regions.  Using a Venn diagram, to compare/contrast their top 2 choice regions 
noting the similarities and differences in the key physical features, agriculture, industry, landforms and impact.



	Questioning: Include Five Different Level Questions using Bloom’s Taxonomy—label with Level of Learning (Knowledge, Understanding, Application, etc.)
	Bloom’s Level
	Question

	knowledge
	1. Give me the names of the 5 regions?

	Comprehension
	2. Can you recognize the regions and physical features on a map of Georgia?

	Application
	3. Use prior knowledge to list the importance of the 5 regions.

	Analysis
	4. Relate how the agriculture of these regions impacts our diet.

	Synthesis
	5. Pretend you could live in one of the 5 regions, which would you choose.



  Evaluation                  6. Determine how weather affects the regions physical features.
 

	End/Sharing/Summarizing:  (Whole group or small group)
The whole group will share their thoughts on how the regions of Georgia impact our economy, industry, food, water and our daily lives.































	Insert TWO completed graphic organizers for Extending/Refining Lesson.    (Inductive, Abstracting, Compare/Contrast, Classifying, etc.)




Differentiation Component
Remember to identify your differentiation component.  Provide evidence of planning for differentiation of content, process or product to meet the varied needs/strengths/interest of your students.  
	Differentiating Strategies (3-4 strategies; describe how you will group students. Include brief descriptions of how your objective is reached using the strategy.)

Students will be placed in groups of 3 based on ability (l/m/h).  They will use 2 cause and effect circle charts, 1 for each of the 2 regions. The climate, landforms and location will be in each circle.  The agriculture and industry effects will be in the box. This will show how climate, landforms and location affect the agriculture and industry in 2 of Georgia’s regions.  

Based on your data use compare and contrast chart to analyze the data and 
determine which of the 2 regions you would prefer to live and why.











Formative assessment is utilized throughout the unit and clearly informs instruction. Do NOT include items such as M/C quizzes, essays, etc. 
	At least 5 examples:
· Minute paper- each student writes down the most important or interesting fact he learned during the lesson.
· Write down important question that remains unanswered.
· Fill in the blank worksheet with a word bank of vocabulary words.
· Students generate test questions based on material they have learned.
· Class discussion.









G

A TAPP Unit Plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                

 

Teacher: 

 

 

Course:

 

Social Studies

 

Grade Level:

 

8

th

 

Schedule (Regular or 

block?):

 

Regular

 

Estimated time to teach 

unit:

 

 

School & Sy

stem: 

 

 

Date: 

 

7/

22

/08

 

Which standards will be taught in this unit?

 

(Include the number and paste the entire standard)

 

 

SS8G1

 

 

The student will describe Georgia with regard to physical features and location.

 

Element:

 

SS8G1.a

 

 

Locate Georgia in relation to region, nation, continent, and hemispheres. 

 

Element:

 

SS8G1.b

 

 

Describe the five geog

raphic regions of Georgia; include the Blue Ridge Mountains, Valley 

and Ridge, Appalachian Plateau, Piedmont, and Coastal Plain. 

 

Element:

 

SS8G1.c

 

 

Locate and evaluate the importance of key physical features on the development of Georgia; 

include the Fall Line, Okefenokee Swamp, Appalachian Mountains, Chattahoochee and 

Savannah Rivers, and barrier islands. 

 

Element:

 

SS8G1.d

 

 

Evaluate the impact of climate on Georgia's development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Backwards Design

 

Step #1

 

Identifying Desired 

Outcomes

 

